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because they have long been accustomed to exercise
it. In France the passion for war is so intense that
there is no undertaking so mad, or so injurious to the
welfare of the State, that a man does not consider
himself honoured in defending it, at the risk of his
life.
But perhaps the most powerful of the causes which
tend to mitigate the excesses of political association
in the United States is Universal Suffrage. In
countries in which universal suffrage exists the
majority is never doubtful, because neither party can
pretend to represent that portion of the community
which has not voted. The associations which are
formed are aware, as well as the nation at large, that
they do not represent the majority : this is, indeed,
a condition inseparable from their existence : for if
they did represent the preponderating power, they
would change the law instead of soliciting its reform.
The consequence of this is that the moral influence
of the Government which they attack is very much
increased, and their own power is very much en-
feebled.
In Europe there are few associations which do not
affect to represent the majority, or which do not
believe that they represent it. This conviction or this
pretension tends to augment their force amazingly,
and contributes no less to legalize their measures.
Violence may seem to be excusable in defence of the
cause of oppressed right. Thus it is, in the vast
labyrinth of human laws, that extreme liberty some-
times corrects the abuses of licence, and that extreme
democracy obviates the dangers of democratic^
government. In Europe, associations consider them-
selves, in some degree, as the legislative and executive
councils of the people, which is unable to speak for
itself. In America, where they only represent a